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and by a few people, who, owing to their marriages with
foreigners (or other connections with money abroad),
have the chance of giving parties. They are mostly given
in hotels and are very scarce. Mostly several people get
together and try to go to a play and then on to some of
the night-clubs, and the bills are all split.
"One is often asked why the quality of women has
decreased so much in Vienna. I believe the reason for
it is that in pre-war times the girls recruited themselves
from a population of 48,000,000 and every girl's dream
was to get to Vienna, where it meant either stage, marriage
or a cocotte's career. The Austro-Hungarian camps were
situated all over the country and the young officers
quickly discovered a pretty girl, who was then taken by
the Colonel and from him to the General and so on
to Vienna.
"But now all this has stopped; with the exception of
a few girls, they have not got the looks of their pre-
decessors. Nevertheless, the entertaining in the country
estates still goes on and people make a point of doing
their utmost to save money, so that they may be able to
entertain their friends for a week's shooting. In Austria
itself the actual shooting is not so very good and there
are only a few places, such as Count Hugh Seilem's,
Baron Tinti's, and Count Arco's, which have any good
pheasant shoot's. Mostly the old castles in Austria are
inhabited by impoverished noblemen who give up their
shooting but now and then join in the peasant shoots
where twenty to thirty guns go out.
"Not only have the women decreased in beauty, but
also the men in their keenness to pay court to women.
But it still happens, now and then, that the old gallantry
of pre-war days catches hold of a few of the men who

